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Welcome
Welcome back to another year of school and to many opportunities in WSCTE. By now

those of us at the K-12 level have seen the hand weÕve been dealt for the year. The class changes
are slowing down. WeÕve probably read at least some informal writing from our students and are
beginning to get a feel for them and the year. Some at the college level are also in this place
while others are gearing up for the late September start.

So, as we settle in to the school year, we invite you to see what is new at WSCTE, to
respond a survey, and to attend a workshop, and to think about publishing an essay, lesson plan,
or poem in the newly revived Washington English Journal.

Please check out these pages on our website.

 WSCTE Homepage: www.wscte.org
 WhatÕs New at WSCTE: www.wscte.org/WhatÕs New.htm
 Survey and Focus Group www.wscte.org/survey.htm
 Washington English Journal Call for Submissions:

o www.wscte.org/WEJ-submissions.pdf

Membership
We also invite you to officially join WSCTE. Membership is $15 for which you will

have a discount to workshops and conferences, electronic newsletters, and access to the member
section of the web page, which will include the journal in electronic format, blogs, board meeting
minutes, and other resources. WSCTE also offers opportunities to publish and share your ideas
through the newsletter, journal, blogs, workshops and conferences. In addition you will have the
satisfaction of knowing you are supporting English Language Arts Education in Washington
State. Click on ÒAbout WSCTE/MembershipÓ on the webpage for forms and information.

Survey
As noted, we are taking a survey this fall of members and of English Language Arts

teachers at all levels. This information will truly be helpful in sharpening our focus. Please take
the time to respond.  www.wscte.org/survey.htm
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Quickshops
          -Short workshops on focused topics --Practical ideas you can use now

This October and November we are offering Saturday workshops to give you a boost as
you move into the year. The Yakima offerings are set and Seattle offerings are coming together.
Please check the website for details.

Transform Your Classroom—Professional Development Opportunity
Renew your commitment to growing and learning; bring content, methodology, and a

powerful approach to examining the Holocaust, into your classroom that will engage and
transform your students; enjoy the flexible professional development opportunity afforded by
taking an online seminar.

Take Facing History and Ourselves? online seminar, "Holocaust and Human Behavior,"
and gain full access to our in-depth professional development services, curricular resources, and
ongoing support to educators in the areas of history, social studies, and English language arts.
By using the Holocaust as a case study, we raise profound moral questions about the
consequences of our actions and our beliefs, and we help our students make connections between
history and the moral choices they make every day. While the Holocaust was a unique event in
human history, the questions remain universal.

Learn key strategies, such as how to:
*Create a safe environment in your classroom based on trust and respect 

                  for different views and opinions;
               *Facilitate discussions around controversial topics;

                  *Take an interdisciplinary approach to teaching this difficult history.

Information and application:
                   http://www.facinghistory.org/OnlineSeminar

Questions? Contact Beth Healey at
beth_healey@facing.org.

The Big Read
ÒThe Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts, designed to

restore reading to the center of American culture. The NEA presents The Big Read in partnership
with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest. The
Big Read brings together partners across the country to encourage reading for pleasure and
enlightenment.

The Big Read answers a big need. Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary Reading in
America, a 2004 report by the National Endowment for the Arts, found that not only is literary
reading in America declining rapidly among all groups, but that the rate of decline has
accelerated, especially among the young. The concerned citizen in search of good news about
American literary culture would study the pages of this report in vain.Ó  For the rest of this article
go to http://www.neabigread.org/about.php.
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Three Washington State communities are participating Check out their websites to see the
events they are sponsoring. Particularly note that WSCTE member, Linda Brown, is presenting,
"Teaching The Grapes of Wrath" on October 6 from 10:00-11:30.

    Yakima County Big Read: The Grapes of Wrath       www.yakimabigread.org

    King County Library Syster: Farenheit 451             www.kcls.org

    Pat Granney Performande-Seattle: Their Eyes Were Watching God          www.patgranney.org

Grammar Girl
Grammar Girl is a weekly podcast that is growing in popularity. As of September 10 the

website shows 74 episodes and describes the program as
ÒGrammar Girl provides short, friendly tips to improve your writing. Covering the

grammar rules and word choice guidelines that can confound even the best writers, Grammar
Girl makes complex grammar questions simple with memory tricks to help you recall and apply
those troublesome grammar rules. Whether English is your first language or second language,
Grammar GirlÕs punctuation, style, and business tips will make you a better and more successful
writer. Mignon Fogarty is the creator and host of Grammar Girl. Grammar Girl is a Quick and
Dirty Tips podcast. 

 You may download the podcast from iTunes or from the website. You can also check the
print version on the site.

                    http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com

NCTE Professional Development
  NCTE is launching two new on-line professional development opportunities. The first,
Adolescent Literacy, is already available and the second, English Language Learners, will be
ready this fall. These two are in addition to CoLearn Reading, CoLearn Writing, and Read-
Write-Think programs already available at

        http://www.ncte.org/profdev/online

NCTE  Convention
NCTE’s annual convention is in New York City this November. For details….

http://www.ncte.org/profdev/conv/annual

Write for the newsletter
Do you have a comment, anecdote, editorial, lesson plan or resource to share? Please

write a quick newsletter article and send it to webmanager@wscte.org.
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For more information on WSCTE, go to http://www.wscte.org


